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The Bridge

 
 

   
As I have been reflecting on the last year, and the occasional
frustrations of the congregation, I can’t help but think about
mistakes that have been made. Some of you may know that
I’m a natural pessimist, and that my own mental health
struggles give me a constant internal critic.  Nevertheless,
what if we adopted a ‘One Mistake a Week’ policy?
Now, obviously, I don’t want the leaders at FPC to fall into
sloppy habits, but I do want them to feel free to fail because
that means they’ll also feel free to take risks! I made this point
over and over again at BIG TENT.  My point is that, if you’re
not making mistakes, then you’re probably not trying
anything new. And, if you’re not trying anything new, then
you’re not learning, and if you’re not learning, then you and
your ministry will quickly be out-of-date, perhaps even
irrelevant.
Many faith leaders who work in Church Revitalization believe
the secret to being innovative is not being afraid to fail. So, let
me encourage you to take risks in your ministry. Session has
worked hard to “try” different things and some of those ideas
fell flat on their face. 
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Faithful Risk-Taking 



But I want to encourage you to not be afraid to try different

methods or to think way out of the box. The great inventor,

Thomas Edison, saw mistakes in a positive light, saying they

taught you the things that won’t work, freeing you to discover

what will succeed. Edison moved on from mistakes and

failures, inventing, among many things, the light bulb.

Few great things have ever been accomplished without risk-

taking, and we need to teach our leaders, our families, our

children, and our members, to take risks in their ministry/ life

for Christ. One way to see it, is that it is critical to your ministry

and life because risk taking ties into faith-building. In other

words, ‘risk-taking’ is an expression of faith, and a godly ‘risk-

taker’ is being faithful in their service to God. If we as a church

can teach people to take risks, we are teaching them to

develop faith in God.

One way to teach this concept is Mark 10:27b (NIV): “… all

things are possible with God.” This implies “No Small Dreams”.

We serve a big God, and it says the size of our faith will

determine the size of our blessings in life: “According to your

faith will it be done to you. …” (Matthew 9:29, NIV)

Another biblical example of faithful risk-taking is in Matthew

25, where Jesus tells the story of three servants who are given

a varying amount of talents by their master just before he goes

on a long journey. Jesus says one servant was given ten talents,

which he went out and doubled; another servant was given five

talents, which he also doubled. When the master returned, he

told these servants, “Good work! You did your job well. From

now on be my partner.” (Matthew 25:23, Msg)

...‘risk-taking’ is an
expression of faith,
and a godly ‘risk-taker’
is being faithful in their
service to God.  

In many biblical translations, the master describes these servants

as faithful.

But, in the story, the servant who was given one talent proves to

be unfaithful, telling his returning master, “… I know you have

high standards and hate careless ways, that you demand the best

and make no allowances for error. I was afraid I might disappoint

you, so I found a good hiding place and secured your money. Here

it is, safe and sound down to the last cent.” (Matthew 25:24b-25,

Msg)

Jesus says the master was furious, and he told the servant: “…

That’s a terrible way to live! It’s criminal to live cautiously like

that! If you knew I was after the best, why did you do less than

the least? The least you could have done would have been to

invest the sum with the bankers, where at least I would have

gotten a little interest.” (Matthew 25:26-27, Msg)

The master then said the single talent should be given to the one

who risked the most: “And get rid of this ‘play-it-safe’ who won’t

go out on a limb. …” (Matthew 25:29, Msg) The point is — when

you’re not taking risks with God, you just might be acting in a way

that is unfaithful. What might that mean for you? How might you

reconcile your faith with your fears?

This month think about the risks you are taking, or that you

should be taking in your ministry/ life. What are ways in which

you could allow yourself to make mistakes and take a risk?

Following a mess up, a member of session recently said “Well, at

least we learned something.”

 

 Rev Rose

(adapted from an article by Rick Warren on pastors.com)



Ministry Teams

SESSION
Dave Norton - Clerk of Session
Jessica Harrison
Kristina Mosley
Barb Biggar-  Personnel rep
Jack Wirch - Treasurer 
John Harmon
 
WORSHIP TEAM
Rev. Rose Mc Curdy 
John Harmon - Session Elder
Linda Harmon
Kristina - Session Elder
 
MEMBER CARE TEAM
Jessica Harrison - Session Elder
Anna Malek
Annie Leonard
Lonna Norton
Peggy Thums
Dawn Schafer
Deb Bartelt
 
EDUCATION TEAM
Jessica Harrison - Session Elder
 
MISSION & OUTREACH TEAM
Barb Biggar - Session Elder
Bette Hoytink
Char Alecos
Lorraine Papke
 
 
Building Infrastructure and Grounds (BIG)
Jack Wirch- Session Edler 
Wayne Rudicil 
Rodger Hoytink 
Dinnis Bigger 
 
 
Moderator
Rev. Rose McCurdy 
 
Presbytery COM Lesion
      (TBA)

 
 

Things to celebrate since our December Session Meeting.
Christmas Eve Service

Thrift & Gift participation during 2019

Start of Winneconne Wardrobe in Fellowship Hall Basement

Lessons & Carols Service 
*Worship Team discussed communion issues with session. 
*Dedicated electrical hook-ups for sump pump and dehumidifier in
Fellowship Hall basement have been ordered.
 
Financial Report:
Total Income for December (w/o pass thru)     $15,667.28

Total Expense for December (w/o pass thru)    $15,603.25

Gain for the month           $ 64.28

Total Income for the year of 2019 (w/o pass thru) $134,948.64

Total Expenses for the year of 2019 (w/o pass thru) $132,717.34

Gain for the year 2019 $    2, 231.30

*Team Chairs for 2020: Jack Wirch- Finance & Building Infrastructure
& Grounds Kristina Mosley & John Harmon-Worship Jessica Harrison-
Education & Member Care Barb Biggar-Mission & Outreach &
Personnel Dave Norton-Clerk of Session
*Donna Wizinsky talked to us about her plans for the Winneconne
Wardrobe project. It is designed for grades kindergarten to grade 12.
They will be open 2-days every other month. The people they want to
help are those who can’t afford to go to the Thrift Store. Each person
will receive a complete 7-day wardrobe free.
*Jack Wirch advised her to complete a printed Mission Statement as
fast as possible.
*Styrofoam Free Goal in 2020: Jessica Harrison reported that we are
shooting to no longer use styrofoam cups. Church Members can bring
in their own private cups or use church glass cups.
*Annual Meeting is January 26, 2020
*We approved the Thrift & Gift Contract for 2020
*We approved the use of Fellowship Hall by Wisconsin retired
educators Meeting on May 8, 3030
*Rev. Rose McCurdy talked to us about us now being a medium sized
church. She asked us to answer the following questions:
We are too big to_________?

We are too small to __________?

We are big enough to____________?

We are small enough to _____________?

SESSION HIGHLIGHTS



Quieting Your Mind

Mediation
and Prayer

Education Team Presents 

Feb 17th 
6 pm 

Meditation is as easy as breathing. Come learn some
introductory techniques to assist with stress relief and
make room for God to join you in the waiting season of
lent.

Creativity & Scripture 

Bible 
Journaling 

Education Team Presents 
Come and learn some new bible journaling techniques
and explore ways to creatively live in the Word though
the Lenten season.

Feb 24th 
6 pm 



Did you know that First Presbyterian
Church of Winneconne has a YouTube
channel?
You can watch previous sermons and
worship services from your own home! 
Subscribe to our channel
Search: 
FPCWinneconne

Did you know that First Presbyterian
Church of Winneconne also has a
Facebook page?
You can keep up with church events! See
photos as they come available,  or post a
review to help grow the church!    Like us
on Facebook!
Search: 
First Presbyterian Church of
Winneconne

Worship Team 

Your response to the Christmas Joy offering was amazing! Our
total was $550.00. God is truly with us, when we show such a
wonderful response to his people and their financial needs.

On Sunday, February 2 (Super Bowl) we will be collecting either
can goods or a monetary donation for our Souper Bowl. All the
donations will go to WAAC. Thanks in advance for your help in
this effort.

During the month of February, we will be planning for our next
mission offering which is One Great Hour of Sharing.

 Our next Community Meal is scheduled for Thursday, February
6. St. Mary’s Church will be hosting the meal.

Mission and Outreach

We have heard recent complaints concerning the gluten-free
bread now served in our communion.  In our efforts to support
the needs of all in our congregation, we made the transition to
this new bread. Our communion is based on the theological 
concept of One church, One body, One loaf - all are welcomed -
all are served. Our cup is free of alcohol and our bread is free of
gluten; so all may freely come. We no longer offer two bread
choices, since dipping regular bread in the cup leaves gluten
behind. We rejoice that there are now options to ensure this
holy sacrament is available to all members of our congregation.
We freely and openly welcome all to join us in this beautiful
time honored symbolic representation of Christ's love.
Thank you for your understanding, and making our table more
open! 

At volutpat diam ut venenatis.
Sit amet mauris commodo quis
imperdiet. Senectus et netus et
malesuada fames ac turpis
egestas maecenas. A iaculis at
erat pellentesque adipiscing
commodo elit at imperdiet.

Office Hours 
Lisa's Office Hours
Monday           8:30 - 11:30
Tuesday          8:30 - 11:30
Wednesday    1:00 - 4:00
Thursday        8:30 - 11:30
 
 Rose's Office Hours
Monday          9:30 - 2:00
Tuesday          8:30 - 2:00
Wednesday    2:30 - 5:30
Thursday         Afternoons 
 



Member Care 

National statistics tell us that one in five Americans are
affected by mental illness in some way. It may be directly or
within their family or someone living with them. What does this
mean for us here at First Presbyterian? With a congregation of
100+ members, we must be aware of the needs of our church
family and be ready to lend support where we can.

 As Deacons, your Member Care Team members have begun to
explore ways in which we can keep our congregation healthy
and active. We are in the process of taking turns attending
monthly seminars led by the Samaritan Counseling Agency of
Appleton in conjunction with NAMI (National Alliance on
Mental Illness). Reverend Rosie and a deacon have participated
in a two hour program every first Thursday since October of
2019.

 Speakers present different topics each month, targeting
significant issues people may be handling in their lives, and
share ways of accessing the proper agencies and people who
are best equipped to lend support and direction. Some
presenters give testimonials about their personal journeys and
how they were helped along their path. We’ve seen videos and
power point talks that enlighten and instruct.

 It is not our intention to become facilitators or caregivers in
this delicate and sensitive area. If we can gain the knowledge
that helps us serve our church family better, we can strengthen
the ways we care for our members. One way to begin is to make
talking about our personal experiences without shame or
embarrassment, and know that all of us are stronger when we
have support. 

Your Deacon will be getting in touch with you by phone or mail
very soon, as the new directories and lists are being completed.
This can be a starting point for each of us to become even
better acquainted and develop stronger bonds and friendships.
We hope it will open doors for folks to reach out and know that
with God’s Love, we are all stronger and can go farther toward
health and happiness. 

Save the Date: 
 
Congregational
Meeting
February 9th 
following worship  in the fellowship

hall 



the Shared
Ministry Fund 

Financial Report:   
Dec. Income without Pass Thru - $15,667.28

Dec.  Expense without Pass Thru - $15,603.25

Gain for the month - $64.28

Gain for the year - $2,231.30

 

Thrift & Gift December - $868.60

 

 

Thank You!  

WinnChurch.org
Click on the "Give Now" Button

How to Give Online

We would like to thank Bob Denise for all of his
support and hard work as the church treasure
for the last six years.  We can not thank him
enough for guiding us and all the unseen hours
he dedicated to the church and its finances.
Please Thank him when you see him 

We would also like to Thank Jack Wirch for
accepting the call to be our new Treasure and
ask that you thank him, and support him as he
transitions into this role.



Your Word is
a lamp unto

my feet...

February WAAC Needs
Pancake mix
Hamburger Helper
Canned Soup
Canned Veggies
Bottled Juice
Apple Sauce
Canned Fruit
Crackers
Cereal
Snacks
Toilet Paper
Paper Towels
Laundry Soap

Life often seems tenuous and uncertain, a perception that causes
us to worry and fear.  Yet God promises that we are not beyond
His reach.  Our needs will be met.  We will be cared for.
This is an inspiring collection of true accounts of the
extraordinary ways that God shows His love for us.  Whether we
require a material necessity, protection from danger, or
emotional and spiritual support, our prayers never go
unanswered.  Indeed, what God provides is just what we require,
is often unexpected and comes only in His time.  

Miracles of His Care



Weekly Lectionary- Bible in a Year 

 
Week 41 - February 16
 Lamentation; Psm 137; 1 Peter 4
 Obadiah; Jer 40-42; 1 Peter 5
 Jer 43, 44, 46; 2 Peter 1
 Jer 47-49; Psm 80; 2 Peter 2
 Jer 50-51; 2 Peter 3
 
Week 42 - February 23
 Ezekiel 1-3; John 1
 Ezekiel 4-6; Psm 82; John 2
 Ezekiel 7-9; John 3
 Ezekiel 10-12; Psm 83; John 4
 Ezekiel 13-15; Psm 136; John 5
 

 
 
Week 39 - February 2
  Jer 11-13; 2 Cor 12
  Jer 14-16; Psm 76; 2 Cor 13
  Jer 17-20; James 1
  Jer 22,23,26; Psm 77; 2 Cor 13
  Jer 25,35,36,45; Psm 133; James 3
  
Week 40 - February 9
 Jer 27-29, 24; James 4
 Jer 37, 21, 34; Psm 79; James 5
 Jer 30-33; 1 Peter 1
 Jer 38,39,52; 1 Peter 2
 2 Kings 24-25; 2 Chron 36; 1 Peter 3



February
THE OFFICIAL CALENDAR OF FPC

Be in the know

Please Note: BBC utilizes our facilities on Sundays from 10:45 - 2:00 and Tuesday from 6:30 - 8:30
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1
 
 

2
9:00 Worship

10:00 Fellowship

3
 
 

4
8:30 Coffee with

the King

5
6:00 FFF

6:45 Choir

6
5:30 - 7:00 

Community Meal 

7
 
 

8
 
 

9
9:00 Worship

10:00 Fellowship
Congregational

Meeting

10
5:15 Member

Care
6:15 Session

11
8:30 Coffee with

the King

12
6:45 Choir

 

13
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15
 
 

16
9:00 Worship

10:00 Fellowship

17
 
 

18
8:30 Coffee with

the King

19
6:00 FFF

6:45 Choir

20
 
 

21
 
 

22
10:00 - 2:00
Thrift & Gift

23
9:00 Worship

10:00 Fellowship

24
 
 

25
8:30 Coffee with

the King

26
         6:00           
  Ash Wednesday

 

27
 
 

28
 
 

29
 



Date Usher/Greeter Lay Reader Communion Fellowship

February 2 Earl Luaders
Karen Angell Sue Forbes Peg & Aaron Thums

Lorraine & Milt Papke

February 9 Wayne & Allys
Rudisill Amanda Goland

Karen Angell
Peg Thums

Rosemary Shade
Mosley Family

February 16 Earl Luaders
Karen Angell   

Karen Angell
Millie Kreager

February 23

February 26
Ash Wednesday

February Volunteer Schedule
If you are unable to serve on the day you are scheduled,

please arrange for a substitute and contact the church office with any changes.

First Presbyterian Church

32 S. 3rd Ave.

Winneconne, WI  54986
Contact us at 920-706-0047       www.winnchurch.org


